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DR. BUXBAUM HONORED. Dr. Shelley 
Buxbaum, director of the MJCCA’s Lisa 
F. Brill Institute for Jewish Learning, was 
honored for her leadership at the 21st Annual 
International Directors Conference, for the 
Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Learning, in San Diego. Dr. Buxbaum was 
one of three Melton program directors 
honored during the conference; this is the 
fourth time she has been honored by the 
Melton organization.
 The Florence Melton School of 
Adult Jewish Learning is a two-year, non-
denominational Jewish education program 
and part of the Lisa F. Brill Institute for 
Jewish Learning. The MJCCA’s program 
has become one of Melton’s largest and 
most successful. 
 Dr. Buxbaum earned bachelor of 
religious education, M.A., and Ph.D. 
degrees from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and received a bachelor of arts 
degree in religion and anthropology from 
Barnard College. While earning her Ph.D., 
she attended Bank Street College and 
was invited to the Hebrew University as 
a visiting scholar. She has been with the 
MJCCA since 2009.

 

Dr. Shelley Buxbaum (center) with 
executives of Florence Melton 
School of Adult Jewish Learning 
(photo: Florence Melton School of 
Adult Learning)

HARRIS JACOBS DREAM RUN. The 
23rd Annual Harris Jacobs Dream Run 
is Sunday, May 1. Proceeds from the 
2016 HJDR support programming for 
individuals with special needs at the 
MJCCA.
 The HJDR was created 23 years ago 
to serve the community with a fun, active, 
and family-friendly event that honors the 
memory of Harris Jacobs—a past president 
of the MJCCA, beloved member of the 
Atlanta Jewish community, and staunch 
children’s advocate.
 The 5K Road Race begins at Zaban 
Park, at 8:00 a.m., and follows a certified, 
family-friendly course through Dunwoody 
neighborhoods. A one-mile Special Needs 
Community Walk also begins at 8:00 a.m. 
Both end at Zaban Park. 
 All pre-registered runners will receive 
a high-performance T-shirt, and there will 
be awards and prizes following the race.
 The HJDR course is certified as a 2017 
Peachtree Road Race qualifier, allowing 

runners to use their times to qualify for 
a start wave in the Peachtree Road Race. 
Each participant will be chip-timed at the 
start and finish lines.
 There will be a family-friendly, post-
race party with food, music, raffles, and 
local vendors.
 The HJDR requires approximately 60 
volunteers to help with registration, the 
starting line, water stations, and the finish 
line. To volunteer, contact Pam Morton, at 
678-812-3981 or hjdr@atlantajcc.org.
 The HJDR chair is Brian Ross; 
Hannah Vahaba O’Donoghue is vice-chair.
 Register at atlantajcc.org/HJDR, 
active.com, or in person at the MJCCA, 
5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody. 
 For complete details, including a 
full schedule and registration fees, visit 
atlantajcc.org/HJDR.
 

Harris Jacobs Dream Run begins, 
2015 (photos: Jennifer Bienstock, 
MJCCA)

Youngest runners stretching

ROSENBERG HONORED. Josh 
Rosenberg is the first recipient of the 
MJCCA’s Steven and Janet Cadranel 
Biennial Young Leadership Award. This 
award will fund Rosenberg’s travel to 

Baltimore, to 
represent the 
MJCCA at 
the JCCs of 
North America 
B i e n n i a l 
A w a r d s 
Ceremony, in 
May. 

 This award 
c e l e b r a t e s 
e m e r g i n g 

MJCCA leaders, in honor of Steven and 
Janet and their children, the Asher, Morris, 
and Max Benator families, as well as the 
Albert Tenenbaum family.
 Rosenberg, a principal with Bessemer 
Trust, sits on the MJCCA’s Board of 

Directors and is co-chair of the MJCCA’s 
Erwin Zaban Leadership Development 
Program. As well at the JCCs Biennial, 
Rosenberg will be a part of the JCCA’s 
prestigious Esther Leah Ritz Emerging 
JCC Leaders Institute. Emerging JCC 
Leaders are crucial to the JCC movement; 
the biennial is considered a starting point 
in a long-term relationship among the 
movement’s future leaders.

FOR THE LOVE OF TREES. The MJCCA 
and Trees Atlanta are embarking on a 
new partnership. During their first event, 
Family Tree Planting Day, February 7, 
children in the Club J afterschool program, 
as well as teens and their families, planted 
21 trees at the MJCCA’s Zaban Park 
campus, outside of the Kuniansky Family 
Center. Twelve trees were purchased by 
the MJCCA and the rest were donated 
by Trees Atlanta. Trees Atlanta is also 
conducting educational programs at the 
MJCCA, teaching participants about the 
various species on campus and how to care 
for them.
 On March 6, the Teen Department 
was involved in a community service 
project with Trees Atlanta, along the 
Atlanta BeltLine. As part of J-Serve, the 
International Day of Jewish Youth Service, 
participants cut back overgrowth in the 
area.
 This partnership marks the first 
time Trees Atlanta has worked with an 
organization outside Atlanta’s Perimeter, 
according to Co-Executive Director and 
Chief Program Officer Greg Levine.
 According to Trees Atlanta, DeKalb 
County and the Dunwoody area lost fewer 
trees to development than Fulton, Cobb, 
and Gwinnett counties, which lead metro 
Atlanta for urban tree loss. “We are excited 
to be able to help ensure these areas don’t 
fall prey to the tree loss seen in other parts 
of metropolitan Atlanta. With its heavily 
wooded, 52-acre Dunwoody campus, the 
MJCCA was a perfect fit,” Levine adds.

At the MJCCA’s Family Tree Planting 
Day: (front, from left) Alexandra 
Berkowitz and Emily Friedenberg; 
and (back) Jay Silverman and Susan 
Friedenberg

Oliver Eden (left) and Jason Eden 
enjoy Family Tree Planting Day

GETTING READY FOR PASSOVER 
WITH PAULA. On April 10, in preparation 
for Passover, A 

Page from 
the B o o k 

F e s t i v a l 
o f the MJCCA 

w e l c o m e s 
Chef Paula 
Shoyer for 
t w o 
p r o g r a m s 
featuring her 
newest book, 

The New 
P a s s o v e r 
Menu. 

 For the 3:00 
p.m. Master 
C o o k i n g 
Class, Chef 
Shoyer will 
prepare a 
recipe from 

her book. This 
class will 
take place in 

the M J C C A’ s 
state-of-the-art culinary studio, in the 
Kuniansky Family Center. Space is limited. 
Tickets, $65 /MJCCA members and $80/
community, include the class, a copy of the 
book, and admission to the author talk that 
evening.
 For the 7:30 p.m. Author Talk and 
Signing, Chef Shoyer will discuss how her 
innovative Passover collection celebrates 
culinary freedom, while still honoring the 
holiday’s dietary rules. Tickets are $10/
MJCCA members and $15/community.
 To purchase tickets, call the MJCCA 
Box Office, 678-812-4002, or visit 
atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.

DIKEMBE MUTOMBO AT EDGEWISE 
SPEAKER SERIES. The MJCCA hosted 
NBA Hall of Famer and Atlanta Hawks 
legend Dikembe Mutombo, as part of its 
Edgewise Speaker Series, on February 
4. Mutombo discussed his Dikembe 
Mutombo Foundation, which seeks to 
improve the quality of life for people in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.
 Mutombo is most recognized for 
his years in the NBA, six of which were 
played with the Atlanta Hawks. He is also 
known for his charitable work and passion 
for giving back. He has been a spokesman 
for the international relief agency CARE, 
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Josh Rosenberg

Paula Shoyer 
(photos: Sterling 
Epicure)



was the first youth emissary for the U.N. 
Development Program, and now serves 
on the boards of the National Constitution 
Center, Special Olympics International, 
the CDC Foundation, and the U.S. Fund 
for UNICEF.
 He was joined by Dr. Lillian Schapiro, 
an OB/GYN at Peachtree Women’s 
Specialists, P.C., who has participated in 
volunteer medical missions to the Biamba 
Marie Mutombo Hospital, in the Congo. 
Schapiro is one of the first recipients of 
the Caring for Congo Award, given by the 
Dikembe Mutombo Foundation.

Basketball Hall of Famer and former 
Atlanta Hawks’ player Dikembe 
Mutombo (left) with Doug Kuniansky, 
chair, board of directors, MJCCA

Dikembe Mutombo with Sid Stein, 
head of the Edgewise Speakers 
Series

COOKING WITH DUPREE AND 
GRAUBART. On March 20, A Page from 
the Book Festival of the MJCCA welcomed 

J a m e s 
B e a r d 
A w a r d -
w i n n i n g 
C h e f s 
N a t h a l i e 
Dupree and 
C y n t h i a 
G r a u b a r t 
for a Master 
C o o k i n g 
Class and 
an Author 

Talk and Signing, featuring their newest 
book, Mastering the Art of Southern 
Vegetables. 

 Nathalie Dupree, of Charleston, is the 
author of 13 cookbooks, including Shrimp 
and Grits Cookbook. She has hosted more 
than 300 television shows and specials 
that have shown nationally on PBS, Food 
Network, and The Learning Channel. 
Cynthia Graubart, of Atlanta, is the author 
of Slow Cooking for Two, Slow Cooking: 
Double Dinners for Two, and The One-
Armed Cook. She has a regular column 
in Southern Living. Dupree and Graubart 
are coauthors of the James Beard Award-
winning Mastering the Art of Southern 
Cooking, as well as Southern Biscuits.

YOUNG GARDENERS. For the students 
of The Sunshine School, the MJCCA’s 
preschool in East Cobb, it’s all about the 
basil. The preschoolers are developing 
green thumbs and enjoying the fruits and 
veggies of their labor, through an edible 
organic gardening program. All of The 
Sunshine School’s students are involved, 
and they help plant, water, and harvest 
what is grown.
 According to school Director Raye 
Lynn Banks, the teachers present lessons 
that correspond with what the children 
are doing in the garden. “The students are 
learning things in a real, hands-on way. For 
example, if a teacher has a lesson about 
plant nutrition, the students will get to 
directly apply this knowledge to their work 
that day in the garden,” Banks says. Other 
topics have included composting and the 
importance of worms to a garden.
 Though the students grow herbs, 
including basil, lavender, mint, oregano, 
parsley, sage, rosemary, thyme, and chives 
year-round in the two on-site gardens, most 
of what is grown is seasonal. The summer 
gardens feature tomatoes, cucumbers, 
okra, corn, edamame, strawberries, 
marigolds, and sunflowers, while the fall 
and winter gardens include items such as 
lettuce, carrots, radishes, spinach, kale, 
cauliflower, broccoli, kohlrabi, Swiss 
chard, Brussels sprouts, and garlic. “We 
even grew a pumpkin, just in time for fall,” 
says Banks.
 These lessons correspond with the 
school’s wellness curriculum, which seeks 
to inspire preschoolers and their parents to 
embrace healthy eating habits and physical 
fitness at an early age. The gardens feature 
a compost bin, and the preschoolers help 
by putting food scraps and yard waste into 
the bins. In turn, they learn how compost is 
used to enrich the soil.
 Just being exposed to the healthy 
foods they grow in the garden is having 
a positive impact on the students. “The 
children love getting to eat the food they 
grow,” Banks explains, and adds that, on 
occasion, teachers will even make recipes 
featuring fresh foods from the garden. 
“We encourage the children to at least try 
everything. If they think it is something 
they will not like, we will tell them how 
much better it will taste because they 
helped grow it, and this usually persuades 
them to try things that are outside of their 
comfort zone.”
 Parents are thrilled with the enthusiasm 
for healthy foods many of the preschoolers 
are bringing home. “In fact, one parent sent 
me a message on Facebook thanking me, 

because her son tried and loved okra from 
the school’s vegetable garden, and he now 
asks for okra as a snack. This is what the 
program is all about,” concludes Banks.
 The Sunshine School is located at 
Temple Kol Emeth at 1415 Old Canton 
Road, Marietta, in East Cobb County. 

Sunshine School garden (photos: 
The Sunshine School)

JEWISH TEENS GIVE BACK. 
Approximately 250 metro Atlanta 
teens, along with 11,000 Jewish teens 
in 80 communities across 16 countries, 
participated in a day of community service 
and improvement projects, as part of 
J-Serve, an International Day of Jewish 
Youth Service, on March 6.
 Teens from the MJCCA chose from 11 
projects and worked with teens from other 
organizations. Projects included: hosting 
a party for adults with special needs, with 
enAble of Georgia; attending Remember 
and Respond: Holocaust Awareness and 
Refugee program, with Am Yisrael Chai; 
earning CPR certification and learning about 
Israeli technology, with StandWithUs and 
Hadassah; hosting a party for youth with 
special needs at the Birthday Club, with 
The Friendship Circle; sorting and packing 
meals for families in need, at Action 
Ministries’ Feed the Hungry program; 
attending the Israel Advocacy Training and 
Service Fair with StandWithUs, American 
Jewish Committee, Alexander Muss High 
School in Israel, Jewish National Fund, 
and Jerusalem U; and planting trees and 
landscaping along the Beltline, with Trees 
Atlanta.
 “J-Serve is not only a meaningful day 
of service but an opportunity for teens to 
make a Jewish connection to our traditions 
and values. We know the importance of 
helping others, and J-Serve is an annual 

program for us to come together as 
Jewish teens to make a difference in our 
community,” said Zoe Toporek, an 11th-
grader at The Weber School, and a J-Serve 
planning committee member.

SUPPER WITH SURVIVORS. It was 
a mitzvah years in the making, as more 
than 70 young adults joined more than 
40 Holocaust survivors at the MJCCA, 
February 21, for Supper with Survivors. 
Each survivor was paired with a young 
adult, with the hope that connections and 
friendships would be made.
 Spearheaded by Young Adult Program 
Director Roey Shoshan, the event has been 
a dream of his since he began working at 
the MJCCA, in 2011. “My first interaction 
with a Holocaust survivor was in Israel, 
when I was 10 years old,” said Shoshan, 
a native of Petach Tikva, Israel. “The 
experience made a huge impact on me, and 
I always made a point to visit survivors to 
hear their stories, so I thought it would be 
worthwhile to connect my generation with 
Holocaust survivors.”
 The MJCCA embraced the idea, and 
Karen Edlin, from Eternal Life-Hemshech, 
an Atlanta-based organization formed to 
honor the memory of Holocaust victims 
and survivors, provided event funding and 
support. The response from the MJCCA’s 
young adults, as well as the survivors, was 
immediate, and spots filled up quickly.
 “Our goal was to create special 
connections—simply bringing the two 
sides to the dinner table was not enough,” 
Shoshan explains. The young adults were 
required to phone their survivors before the 
event to make arrangements for evening, 
pick them up at their homes, accompany 
them to the event, sit with them at dinner, 
and then take them home. “We felt the car 
ride would serve as a great ice breaker,” he 
adds.
 By the time they arrived at the MJCCA, 
participants were smiling, chatting, and 
looking forward to the dinner, where 
the animated conversations continued. 
Following the event, many young adult 
attendees wrote meaningful posts on social 
media outlets.
 “Connections were being created 
before our eyes,” says Shoshan. “Slowly, 
photos and documents were being passed 
around, and meaningful bonds were being 
formed.”
 Elizabeth Mennen, 27, an actuary 
from Inman Park, was on board from the 
moment she found out about the event. “I 
attended something similar while I was in 
college and found it extremely powerful,” 
she says. “I am aware that my generation 
is really the last to have the opportunity 
to get to know these survivors, and it is a 
privilege I do not take lightly.”
 Mennen, who co-chairs the MJCCA’s 
Young Adult Committee, is an active 
participant in the center’s co-ed sports 
leagues; she met her fiancé, Zach Shader, at 
the MJCCA, playing on a co-ed dodgeball 
team. The couple was paired with Ben 
Walker, an 81-year-old survivor from 
Romania.
 Though she was apprehensive 
beforehand, Mennen says she was blown 

(photo: Rick McKee)



away by the experience. “I was expecting 
to be moved and touched by their stories, 
but was not expecting to genuinely connect 
and laugh as much as I did with Ben and 
Ruth,” Mennen says, adding that while 
Walker’s wife could not attend the event 
due to illness, she met the young couple 
when they dropped Ben off at the end of 

the night.
 She continues, “Ben and Ruth were 
able to tell their stories with such grace, 
and they had so much insight and life to 
share. In such a short time with them, we 
were able to genuinely connect in a very 
meaningful way.” Mennen immediately 
shared the experience with family and 
friends, posting photos and an emotional 
commentary on Facebook. “I am honored 
to be able to pass along their stories for the 
rest of my life. The whole experience made 
me feel deeply proud to be Jewish.”
 Mennen and Shader plan to have 
dinner with Ben and Ruth next month.
 Mennen’s experience and feedback 
from other young adult participants, as 
well as comments from the survivors, 
proved the experiment was a huge success. 
The MJCCA is already thinking about 
next year’s event, and hopes to host more 
outings with the survivors. 

PROPERTY BROTHERS. On April 13, at 
7:30 p.m., A Page from the Book Festival 

of the MJCCA welcomes the Property 
Brothers, the multi-talented identical twins 
Jonathan and Drew Scott, presenting their 
new book, Dream Home: The Property 
Brothers’ Ultimate Guide to Finding & 
Fixing Your Perfect House. 
 The event will take place at the 
MJCCA, with a Q & A following the 
program. Tickets are $10/MJCCA members 
and $15/community. The Premier Ticket 
Package is $65 and includes a signed copy 
of Dream Home, priority seating, and VIP 
Access to the Patron Photo Line. All tickets 
are subject to a $1.25 service charge.
 (Please Note: There will be only 
a photo line at this event, not a signing 
line. Pre-signed books are available for 
purchase on the night of the event only 
from the official bookseller of the MJCCA, 
A Cappella Books. You must have a copy 
of the Property Brothers’ book in order to 
have your photo taken with them.)

 After nearly 20 years in the residential 
real estate and renovation business, the 
Scotts have become known for their 
individual expertise as well as their 
jocular banter and winning personalities. 
Drew, a seasoned real estate agent, finds 
a rundown “gem” waiting for a rescue, 
while Jonathan, a licensed contractor with 
15 years of experience, polishes that gem, 
transforming it before the owner’s eyes. 
 To purchase tickets, call the MJCCA 
Box Office at 678-812-4002. or visit 
atlantajcc.org/bookfestival.

On February 9, Elisa Clark (back 
row center), a principal dancer with 
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, 
hosted a Master Dance Class for the 
MJCCA’s J Dance Company, in the 
Rich Foundation Dance Studios. 
Clark, who was in town with Alvin 
Ailey for performances at The 
Fox Theatre, shared her expertise 
with some star-struck 9-13-year-
old dancers. (photo: Erin Lesure, 
MJCCA)

Supper with Survivors attendees

Zach Shader, Ben Walker, and 
Elizabeth Mennen (photos: MJCCA)


