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- Bull Meecham is the heroic
fighter pilot and brutal father

by 2011 N tmnal Book
Award winner Jesmyn
‘Ward about the death
~ of her brother and four

other young men ‘e:razpped ina
cycle of poverty, racism and
drugs in rural Mississippi. Vir-
ginia native Lee Smith re-

- turns to her favorite environs,
. the North Carolina moun-

tains, with “Guests on Earflx”

(Oct. 15, Algonquin), the sto-
" ry of a teenage piano prodigy

whe’s sent to a mental insti-
tution in Asheville where she
befriends F. Scott Fitzgerald’s
wife, Zelda.

It started as a 77-minute au-
diobook essay released ear-
lier this year by Ann Patch-
ett, but now “This is the Sto-
ry of a Happy Marriage” (Nov.

nvels '

mmadywthe Book
Festivalofthe MICCA withour
mtemewwﬁh?atﬂcnmmd
_anexcerntfromiily Koppel's
“The Astronaut Wives Club”at
MyAiC.com/artspreview.

5, Harper) is the fame of a
_collection of personal essays
abot ﬂllﬂlﬁl‘ s life, past

Fl :
Javfmey to marital bliss, there
are essays about a less fortu-
nate marriage and the j joys
of running her bnakstore in
Nashville. . ;
Los Angeles’ Times musxc

| critie Robert Hilburn prom-

ises to tell the candi ruth
about the man in black in
| “Johnny Cash: The Life”
(Oct. 29, Little, Brown & Eo.).
From tk 'e, Fcﬂmm Prison con-
certi 8 to interview ses-
sixms:he ﬂae year Cash died
in 2003, Hilburn had intimate
aceess to the musician over
the years, which he mines in
this 688-page opus.




